THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF

This " little  Mary," the daughter of William
and  Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin, was destined
herself to form a union the memory of which will
live even longer than that of her illustrious parents.
She is remembered as Mary Shelley, wife of the
poet.   In any complete account of his life she plays,
next to his, the most important part.     Young as
she was during the few years  they passed  To-
gether, her character and her intellect were strong
enough to affect, to modify, in some degree; to
mould his.     That he became what he did is in
great measure due to her.    This, if nothing more
were known of her, would be sufficient to stamp
her as a remarkable woman, of rare ability and
moral excellence, well deserving of a niche in the
almost universal biographical series of the present
day.     But,  besides this,  she would  have been
eminent among her sex at any time, in any cir-
cumstances,  and would,  it  cannot be  doubted,
have achieved greater personal fame  than  she
actually did but for the fact that she became, at
a very early age, the wife of Shelley.    Not only
has his name overshadowed her, but the circum-
stances of her association with him were such us
to check to a considerable extent her own sources
of invention and activity.     Had ttiat freedom
been her lot in which her mothers destiny shaped
itself, her talents must have asserted themselves
as not inferior, as in some respects superior, to